
MARKET RECAPQ4
2017

STRONG GROWTH, IN LINE WITH PREVIOUS 
QUARTERS OF 2017 

 If the rest of the year was any indication, markets moved 
ever higher in the fourth quarter. For the first time in 
quite some time, Commodities led the way for the various 
asset classes, posting a very strong +9.4% gain in Q4, and 
bringing their annual return positive to +4.5%. Emerging 
Markets led the way again in equities, returning +7.3%. 
Foreign Developed Market equities returned +4.5%, 
lagging domestic equities as the S&P 500 TR posted 
its strongest quarter of the year, returning +6.6%. The 
Nasdaq Composite returned +6.3% in Q4, its second 
highest quarter of the year, behind Q1’s 9.8%. Like the 
S&P 500, the Dow Jones Industrial Average also saved its 
best for last, closing the year with a whopping +11.0% in 
Q4. For the full year, the S&P 500 lagged the Nasdaq and 
DJIA, returning +21.8% to the Nasdaq’s +28.2% and the 
DJIA’s +28.1%. The best sectors in Q4 were Consumer 
Discretionary, up +9.8%, and Information Technology, up 
+8.7%. The worst were Utilities, up +0.2%, and Telecom, 
the sole negative sector, down -2.5%. For fixed income, 

the Barclays Aggregate Bond Index was up +0.4% in Q4, 
bringing the annual return to +3.6%.

VOLATILITY REMAINS LOW

Another theme of 2017, besides markets moving higher, 
was low volatility. Just when it seemed as though things 
couldn’t remain as low as they’d been, the VIX averaged 
a meager 10.31 in Q4, the lowest quarter of 2017. For 
some perspective, the 1-year average is 11.11, the 3-year 
average is 14.54, and the 10-year average is 20.08. The 
question is whether this is due to complacency or due 
to simply a lack of fear as economic growth around the 
globe continues to strengthen. In the US, third quarter 
GDP was reported at 3.16%, marking the second quarter 
in a row of growth above 3%. This is the first time we’ve 
had consecutive quarters above 3% since Q2-Q3 2014. 
The strong economic data made the Federal Open Market 
Committee comfortable enough to once again raise rates 
in December to 1.25-1.50%. It remains on target for 3 
more rate hikes in 2018. However, bond yields did not 
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move higher as anticipated. The 10-year Treasury moved 
from 2.33% to 2.40% during Q4 while the 30-year Treasury 
declined from 2.86% to 2.74%. Currently, the FOMC is 
forecasting another 3 hikes in 2018, which would bring 
the rate to 2.00-2.25%. For some perspective, the median 
long-run rate is 2.75%. While the US economy is growing 
strongly, the global economy continues to do so as well. 
Manufacturing PMIs around the world are hitting multi-
year highs, especially in Europe. As indicated previously, 
both Emerging and Developed International equity 
markets outperformed the US in 2017. 

THE ROLE OF TAX REFORM

One of the biggest events in the fourth quarter was the 
passage of the tax plan under President Trump. The bill 
slashed the corporate tax rate to 21% from 35% and 
it encourages domestic businesses to repatriate their 
overseas cash. It remains to be seen what effect this will 
have on corporate spending, but it is now more attractive 
for companies to bring back cash from overseas. On an 
individual level, the brackets are changed, the personal 
exemption is eliminated, and the deduction for state 
and local taxes is capped. Again, the effects remain to be 
seen once this plan is put into action, but it is the biggest 
change to our tax code in decades.

Heading into 2018, we remain constructive overall as 
economic data around the world continues to be strong. 
We are keeping an eye on valuations as markets continue 
higher, especially as it is coupled with strong positive 
sentiment, which some are calling complacency. We 
have not had a significant pullback in a very long time 
and if history is any indication, we are due for one. But, 
any pullback may be short-lived as the economy appears 
strong and any signs of a recession seem several quarters 
away. The FOMC’s meetings will certainly garner a lot 
of attention in the coming year, as will the mid-term 
elections, which could significantly alter the dynamics in 
the government. 

	 Sincerely,

	

	 Kim David Arthur
	 CEO and Portfolio Manager

Asset Class Returns  As of 12/31/17

Main Management, LLC (“Main Management”, or the “firm”) is an investment adviser registered under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940. The firm was founded in 2002 and provides 
investment management services primarily to high net worth, family groups, foundations/endowments, and serves as a sub-advisor to third-party investment advisors & broker-dealers.  
The information contained herein was prepared using sources that the firm believes are reliable, but the firm does not guarantee its accuracy.  The information reflects subjective 
judgments, assumptions and the firm’s opinion on the date made and may change without notice.  The firm is not obligated to update this information. Nothing herein should be construed 
as investment advice or a recommendation to purchase or sell securities. The information is not intended as an offer to provide advisory services in any state or jurisdiction where such 
offer would not be permitted under applicable registration requirements.  All equity investing entails risk of loss.  The firm cannot assure any potential client that it will achieve the 
investment objectives discussed in these materials.  In addition, potential clients should not assume that their returns, if any, will be comparable to returns that the firm earned in the 
past.  The firm and its clients, affiliates and employees may, from time to time, have long or short positions in, and buy or sell, the securities or derivatives (including options) thereof, of 
the ETFs mentioned in these materials and may increase or decrease their positions.  Upon request, Main Management will furnish additional information regarding the firm’s policies 
for calculating and reporting returns.  Past performance does not guarantee future results.  Indices are unmanaged and do not take transaction costs or fees into consideration. It is not 
possible to invest directly in an Index. Performance figures assume reinvestment of dividends and capital gains. 

601 California St., Suite 620 | San Francisco, CA 94108 | (415) 217-5800 | info@mainmgt.com | www.mainmgt.com

COMMODITIES (GSG)

Q4 2017 2017

EMERGING MARKET EQUITY (EEM) 

US EQUITY (SPY)

FOREIGN DEVELOPED EQUITY (EFA) 

FIXED INCOME (AGG)

9.4% 4.5%

36.4%-3.8%

21.7%

24.9%

3.6%

7.3%

6.6%

4.2%

0.4%


